Darklight 2011: STRICTLY ROOTS

The Factory @ Grand Canal Dock

Dublin October 20 – 22, 2011

www.darklight.ie
Dublin’s Darklight festival celebrates independent, lo/no budget, DIY and artist films with all the action taking place in the brand spanking new Darklight HQ: The Factory @ Grand Canal Dock.

The festival theme is Strictly Roots and will celebrate the spirit of grassroots filmmaking; how friends and communities come together, and against the crazy backdrop of global financial meltdown still manage to make moving, hilarious, challenging and kick-ass films.

Festival Director Nicky Gogan will oversee an exciting 3 days featuring all aspects of grassroots filmmaking including; crowd funding, distribution, homemade digital and special FX. 

The programme strands at the 2011 festival include:

· New Indie Voices

Including SFX Magician & Director Evan Glodell. As well as screening his critically acclaimed film Bellflower, Evan will be doing a workshop on the amazing SFX and homemade camera he made for the film.

Bellflower: Links to New York Times & New Yorker Reviews

http://movies.nytimes.com/2011/08/05/movies/bellflower-directed-by-evan-glodell-review.html
http://www.newyorker.com/arts/reviews/film/bellflower_glodell#ixzz1YWvgHQc0
· Spotlight on Docs

Hussain Currimbhoy, curator of the Sheffield Doc/Fest, Britain’s premier showcase for new documentaries, is Darklight’s special guest programmer for 2011. Documentaries include Sound It Out; Blood In The Mobile; Resurrect Dead and We Are Poets.

Guardian feature with Hussain Currimbhoy

http://www.guardian.co.uk/film/2010/nov/07/documentary-digital-revolution-sean-ohagan
· Darklight Symposium

Exploring innovative distribution models for documentaries.

Guests: Anna Sissons from  DogWoof/Popupcinema; Hussain Currimbhoy programmer SIDF; Alan Maher Irish Film Board, YouTube; filmmaker & artist Jeanie Finlay.

Topics: Crowd funding with Fundit.ie; YouTube & partner channels; Masterclass on D.I.Y. alternative fundraising & distribution. (www.screentrainingireland.ie for applications)

Guardian feature on Jeannie Finlay’s feature doc SOUND IT OUT (premiere SXSW 2011), about the very last surviving record shop in Teesside

http://www.guardian.co.uk/culture/2011/mar/14/sound-it-out-jeanie-finlay-sxsw-2011
· SFX Unplugged

Inspired by SWSX 2011, Darklight has invited Coatwolf Studios, producers of critically acclaimed Bellflower to come and talk about their extraordinary DIY special effects skills. 

· Artist in Focus  - Jesse Jones

In its 5th year, the Artist In Focus strand of Darklight features exceptional Irish artists whose work investigates the language of cinema. Previous featured artists include Vivienne Dick, Paddy Jolley, Willie Doherty and Gerard Byrne. 

DARKLIGHT 2011 SCHEDULE

Thursday 20 October - 7pm 

The Darklight Film Festival Launch Party

Thursday 20 October – 8.30pm 

Opening Film: Sound It Out 








Film

Special Q&A with Director Jeanie Finlay

Jeanie Finlay is a British artist and filmmaker who makes documentaries for the cinema, broadcast and gallery spaces. She is obsessed with music and this passion runs through all her work. Her latest film is SOUND IT OUT (premiere SXSW 2011), a feature doc about the very last surviving record shop in Teesside.

Friday 21 October - 10am
The Darklight Symposium 

presented in association with The Irish Film Board / Board Scannan na hEireann and Fas Screen Training Ireland 

Includes Grassroots film production and distribution; Crowdfunding; 3-D.I.Y, Bedroom SFX and Digital Production.

Panelists:

· Hussain Currimbhoy–Programmer for Sheffield Doc/Fest & Darklight’s 2011 Guest of Honour

· Jeanie Finlay – Northern England based artist and filmmaker

· Evan Glodell – Director Bellflower

· Anna Sissons – DogWoof, alternative film distributors  

· Daniel Lucchesi (We Are Poets co-Director)

3-D.I.Y  - A symposium of workshops & discussions on the democratization of 3D techniques programmed by Gavin Kelly and Caroline Campbell. 

Topics including –

Mocap Hack workshop hosted by Gavin Kelly (Piranha Bar)
Mocap Animate – a look at low budget pipeline and techniques with Giant Creative.
Stereoscopic pipeline – camera to screen – for the first Irish 3D film with Sophie Merry and Sigmedia 3D Printer demo with TOG 

Friday 21 October – 6pm                                                                                                  Film Screening: BLOOD IN THE MOBILE

Blood in the Mobile shows the connection between our phones and the civil war in the Congo. Director Frank Poulsen travels to DR Congo to see the illegal mine industry with his own eyes. He gets access to Congo’s largest tin-mine, where children work for days in narrow mine tunnels to dig out the minerals that end up in our phones.

Friday 21 October – 8pm                                                                                                  Film Screening: BELLFLOWER

An agonizingly intense, almost unbearably beautiful first feature from the writer-director Evan Glodell. Glodell and his cast bring the story to life with a shambling charm, impulsive energy, and hair-trigger violence; his images are as fiery and bruising as the action he depicts, all realized on a budget that would be Hollywood lunch money. Framing everyday intimacies on a terrifyingly grand scale, Glodell blasts open a new dimension in the cinematic imagination.

Friday 21 October – 10pm                                                                                                  Film Screening: Hollywood Babylon Presents…. EVERYTHING IS TERRIBLE

Hollywood Babylon is Dublin’s Midnight Movie Film Club. Running Saturdays fortnightly April to October 2011 and devoted to ‘disreputable’ movies. Roughly speaking- movies best seen after midnight, in company and with beer. 


Everything Is Terrible is a collective of seven furry, lovable internet monsters who live in a cave full of VCRS and take forgotten VHS tapes to edit them down into easily digestible viral videos. www.everythingisterrible.com BYOB


Saturday 22 October - Running all Day

New Indie Voices

Emerging film talents from around the country not just screen their work but introduce their body of work and discuss how their collaborations came about. 

Saturday 22 October – 12noon

Kids Event: Shadow Puppet Show

Saturday 22 October – 2pm

Film Screening: Resurrect Dead







Film

Most people don't notice the hundreds of cryptic tiled messages about resurrecting the dead that have been appearing in city streets over the past three decades. But Justin Duerr does. For years, finding an answer to this long-standing urban mystery has been his obsession. But as he starts piecing together key events he finds a story that is more surreal than he imagined, and one that hits disturbingly close to home.

Saturday 22 October – 4pm

Panel Discussion: Can Communities Represent themselves through Film?

The how’s and why’s of community film, facilitated by Eileen Leahy (TCD).  Who are community films made for? Who gets to see them, where are they shown and what life do they have once they are made?

A diverse panel includes: 

· Katherine Atkinson from Create, national development agency for collaborative art. 

· Paula Geraghty, film, video journalist and activist from Trade Union TV.

· Dr. Àine O’Brien, from the Centre for Transcultural Research and Media Practice and the Forum on Migration and Communications (Fomacs). 

· Ruth McCarthy, filmmaker from Pixelbrix in Belfast and Outburst Queer Arts Festival.

· Joanie Whyte, filmmaker and community activist from Fatima Groups United.  

Saturday 22 October – 6pm 

Film Screening: VICE at Darklight

A selection of documentary films, curated from the Vice’s offshoot Film Production company back catalogue by Vice’s own Suroosh Alvi 

Saturday 22 October – 8pm 

Special Screening and Performance: We Are Poets

We Are Poets presents a timely and surprising story that confronts our understanding of youth, as six remarkable teenage poets from Leeds Young Authors take up the challenge of representing the UK at Brave New Voices - the most prestigious poetry slam competition in the world. From their inner city lives to a stage in front of the White House in Washington DC, the poets must prepare for a transformational journey of a lifetime.

The film will be followed by a performance by some of the LYA poets.

22:00 Darklight Closing Party

Darklight is funded by the Arts Council of Ireland.

Tickets: 

Day Pass: €10 per day for one screening or whole day of events.

Festival Pass:  €20

Bookings: http://www.darklight.ie/festival-2011/buy-tickets/ 

Venue: The Factory, 35a Barrow Street, Ringsend, Dublin 4

For Further Media Information:

Christine Monk | | 087 675 5329 | christinemonk@eircom.net
OR

Alison Crosbie | Darklight Publicity | 086 171 6190 | alisoncrosbie1@gmail.com 

